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Christian people, which we are now privileged to hold within
its walls.

Early in 1819, a country-horn youth named George
Harvey Ashton, who had been carefully trained "by the Bev.
J. C. Kohlhoff, at Tanjore, was employed as an assistant
missionary; he lived to render faithful and valuable service
to the mission, in many forms, for the long period of forty-one
years.

Mr. KnilTs health again failing, he was compelled, after
about a year's zealous and affectionate labour in Travancore,
to return to England. The mission was again reinforced by
the Rev. Charles Mault and Mrs. Mault, who laboured
together uninterruptedly for thirty-six years.

Another missionary, the Bev. John Smith, reached !Nager-
coil in May, 1820, and remained there for several months,
studying the language and the details of mission work, and
deliberating on various plans for the future. As the capital
was not at that time open to missionary efforts, it was
decided to occupy the large and important military station
of Quilon, about thirty-eight miles ST.W. of Trevandrum.
Quilon has a population of at least 20,000. It is situated
on a sandy plain, close to the sea and fco one of the back-
waters, with numerous ramifications, and thus has easy water
communication with both North and South. The Itfagercoil
missionaries had previously made tours as far as Quilon, but
it was first occupied as a principal station by Mr. Smith, in
February, 1821. He was accompanied and assisted for the
first few months by Mr. Ashton. Smith hired a house at
Tangachery, a British suburb of Quilon, and commenced the
study of the Malayalim language, and educational and evan-
gelistic operations. Substantial aid was rendered by the
British Besident, Colonel bewail, and by the chaplain and
several military officers resident at the station. But the
results were small. No such success was experienced as